In vitro fertilization: a right or a privilege?
Infertility is a common medical problem affecting millions of couples worldwide. As new and more effective treatments arise, a host of ethical issues are generated. Is reproduction a fundamental right, or a luxury? Is it in the best interests of society to guarantee reproductive abilities for all of its members? Specifically, should insurance companies be compelled to pay for all expensive infertility therapies (such as in vitro fertilization), especially in light of global over-population concerns? This paper addresses these issues, and discusses other ethical considerations generated by infertility treatments.